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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to the application filed 6/12/2006, in which claims 
1-16 were presented for examination. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: lines 3-4 states 
"image data to stored in" which appears grammatically incorrect. It is assumed for 
purposes of compact prosecution, that the claim limitation was intended to read: image 
data to be stored in. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Cohen, 
US 6,681,031. 

(Claim 1) Cohen describes a method for driving a robot according to an operation 
command comprising steps of: storing an image data of a moving object, corresponding 
to the robot, or an imitation thereof which performs a same movement as a 
predetermined movement (column 13, line 55-column 14, line 35, column 5, lines 31-33) 
and a pre-arranged operation command having a corresponding relationship with each 
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other in an image corresponding operation command storing means (column 5, lines 
34-37), the pre-arranged operation command being prepared in advance to obtain the 
operation command corresponding to the image data (column 5, lines 31-37); obtaining 
an operational image data of the moving object or the imitation thereof as a robot 
operational image data (column 5, lines 12-17), the operational image data being 
obtained in time series while the moving object or the imitation thereof is moved in a 
desired movement in order to operate the robot (column 7, lines 10-20); specifying, in 
time series, an image data corresponding to the operational image data included in the 
robot operational image data among the image data stored in the image corresponding 
operation command storing means (figure 27, column 7, lines 49-51, column 11, line 18- 
column 12, line 30, column 20, lines 10-19); providing the pre-arranged operation 
command corresponding to the specified image data to the robot as the operation 
command (column 23, lines 15-18 and 27-28). 

(Claim 2) Cohen further describes wherein a similarity between the image data 
stored in the image corresponding operation command storing means and the 
operational image data included in the robot operational image data is used for 
determining a correspondence between the image data stored in the image 
corresponding operation command storing means and the operational image data 
included in the robot operational image data (column 20, lines 10-18 and column 12, 
lines 51-60). 

(Claim 3) Cohen further describes wherein in the step of specifying the image 
data corresponding to the operational image data included in the robot operational 
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image data among the image data to be stored in the image corresponding operation 
command storing means, an image data for matching is selected depending on feature 
quantity of the operational image data and the image data corresponding to the 
operational image data is specified based on a similarity between the image data for 
matching and the operational image data (column 7, lines 10-20 and column 12, lines 
51-60). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4-16 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHRISTINE M. BEHNCKE whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-81 03. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am- 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas G. Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

CMB 

/Thomas G. Black/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3661 



